
 CEDAR RAPIDS BOARD OF ETHICS  
MINUTES OF DECEMBER 20, 2013, MEETING  

 
Present:  Bob Teig, Bill Vincent, Sr. Susan O’Connor, Charity Tyler   
City staff present:  Elizabeth Jacobi and Linnan Ryan   
Others present:  Rick Smith, Cedar Rapids Gazette, Robin Kash, and City HR Director Conni 
Huber    
            

AGENDA  
  
1. Welcome to new member and introductions.  
  
   The Board members welcomed new member, Charity Tyler, and introduced themselves.    
  
2. Approval of Minutes from November 21 and December 5 meetings   
  
   The Minutes of the November 21 and December 5 meetings were approved.   
  
3. Responses to two pending complaints: Jim Flitz and Ron Corbett  
      
  Re:  Jim Flitz  
  
    The Board publically conducted its initial screening of the complaint filed against City 
Attorney Flitz.  After discussion by all Board members present, and without input from the City 
Attorney’s Office, all Board members present concurred there were no facts alleged to support 
the complaint filed against Mr. Flitz.   
  
  Re:  Ron Corbett   
  
   The Board publically conducted its initial screening of the complaint filed against Mayor 
Ron Corbett alleging four conflict of interest actions.   After discussion by all Board members 
present, and without input from the City Attorney’s Office, all Board members present 
concurred there were no facts alleged to support the complaint filed against Mr. Corbett.  
  
   The Board also discussed preparing an advisory caution to go with the dismissals.  Bob 
will draft a letter and send it to all Board members for comment.  The final product will be 
provided to all parties and filed with the City Clerk. 
  
   It was the consensus of all Board members present to dismiss both of the pending 
complaints.  The Board members present completed and signed the decision portions of both 
complaint forms.  Linnan will mail a copy of each to Mr. Kash, provide Mr. Flitz and Mayor 
Corbett with the decisions in their matters, and give the originals to the City Clerk.    



4. Revisions to Flow Chart  
  
Further changes to the ethics flow chart were discussed.  Linnan will make the changes 

and post it on the website as the Conflict of Interest Decision Tree under Related Documents.   
  

5. Discussion of Board’s role and need for meeting with City Attorney and Council member  
  
  The Board discussed its annual review process and whether there was a need for a 
meeting with the City Attorney and a member of the Council’s administrative review committee 
as suggested in Bill’s e-mail to Bob.  The e-mail said three of the Board’s members did not want 
to be involved in any changes to the City ordinance.  Bob pointed out that e-mails from two 
former Board members and an opinion from the City Attorney’s office said this was a function 
of the Board, but noted it should initially be worked on by a smaller group and not the entire 
Board.  Bill said that the ordinance needs to be reviewed annually, and we approved the 
ordinance in July of 2013 so there was no need to consider any changes until July of 2014.  The 
idea of the outside meeting was abandoned, and it was decided to have a smaller group meet to 
discuss future changes so it would not take up the full board’s time.  The members of this group 
are Bill Vincent, Bob Teig, and Judy Whetstine.     
  
6. New business  
  
   The Board discussed numerous changes to the Board of Ethics page on the City’s 
website.  Linnan will make the changes and send them to the Board members for review.   
  
    The Board also discussed a potential open meeting issue arising from the December 6         
e-mail.  Liz will communicate confidentially with the Board on this matter.   
     
7. Set next meeting date  
  
   No meeting was scheduled.  The Board will continue to meet on an “as needed” basis.  
     
8. Adjourn    

  
The meeting was adjourned at 3:02 p.m.   
  
The meeting was re-convened at 3:07 p.m. to address comments made by Mr. Kash as to 

the role of the Board.  It was explained to him that the Board only has the authority granted by 
the City Charter and City ordinances, and it could consider only specific facts as to specific 
situations.    

  
The meeting was re-adjourned at 3:11 p.m.    
  


